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       District Events 

        Date Event  

5th – 7th   
March   

District 9630 Conference at the Empire 
Theatre in Toowoomba. A time to 
celebrate District 9630 as it transitions to 
District 9620 in July 2021. 
 

Saturday 
17 April 

Multicultural Family Fun Day 
Hosted by Districts 9630 & 9600  
Venue: McCaskie Park, Kelvin Grove 
Time: 10am – 3pm 
A celebration of Rotary’s 100 years in 
Australia & New Zealand. 
 

3rd -10th 
July 

RYLA Camp 
A week-long personal development and 
leadership program for 18 - 28-year-olds 
will be at Camp Duckadang, Linville. 
 

         Club Events 
         Date 

 
Event 

Sunday, 
7 March 

 

Clean Up Australia Day – An Inclusive Clean Up 
Event 
Venue:  Carindale Recreation Reserve 
Time: 7.30am – 12pm (to be confirmed) 
Mathew Townsend from Nature Freedom has 
asked for our help with the BBQ at this event. See 
the Blue Folder to put your name down. 
 

Saturday, 
13 March 

Community Working Bee 
Location: YMCA Cannon Hill (the former Bowls 
Club) on the corner of Lang and Princess Street 
Time: 7am 
Task: Painting retaining walls. Bring your own 
paint brush. 
 

27-28  
March 

Ballandean Weekend 
See the Blue Folder to put your name down for 
a weekend at Vineyard Cottages – or let Barry 
know. 
 

Saturday,  
27 March 

BBQ for the World Science Festival 
Venue: B4C Centre at Carindale 
Time: 11am - 2pm  
Helpers are still needed. 
 

Sunday,  
16 May 

Brisbane Kite Festival 
Initial planning meetings are underway. 

Meetings 

Community Service: Monday, 1 March at 7:30pm at Lillian’s Place, Nyrang Street, Carina 

Billycarts: Wednesday, 3 March at 7.30 pm at Ross’s – 1776 Old Cleveland Road, Chandler 

Board: Monday, 8 March at 7:30pm* at Lillian’s Place, Nyrang Street, Carina  * Changed time 

 

March 2021        Water and Sanitation Month 

Wise Words 

We had seventeen people turn up last Sunday for the Adopt-
A-Road project. That is a record. We must be doing the right 
thing by ‘selling’ the working bee as a social outing. It could 
be Robin’s management technique, of course. After the 
work, everyone, except me, then went down the road to the 
Backstreet Espresso coffee shop. I would have, if I could 
have. 

At the final Shed Erecting exercise at Lillian’s Place last 
Thursday, I had resolved to shout lunch for the whole crew 
at the Ritz, afterwards.  But when we were finished, I turned 
around and they had all gone home, before I could make the 
announcement. Naturally, I was devastated. 

We are all supposed to be ‘locked down’ at home while the 
virus is floating around. Instead, it appears we have had 
more activities than ever before. And, more to come!  See 
the upcoming projects, inside. 

I apologise for not being ‘on the ball’. The meeting of 
Thursday 11th March 2021 is to be a ‘Wine Tasting’ but 
without the wine because it is too early in the day. I should 
have had that meeting switched to an evening; too late now. 

Theo and I had a four hour meeting yesterday to devise 
better ways to ‘hit the ball’. I am looking forward to his term 
when the Club will benefit from his incisive management 
style. Just think; it’s only going to get better. Only 121 more 
sleeps! 

The one recurring feature of our Club is the warmth and 
friendliness displayed by all members. Many people 
comment on that. I like to think I contributed to that, a long 
time ago, in a ‘Tom Lehrer’ sort of way. This is an excerpt 
from his song, National Brotherhood Week. It is worth a 
listen. 

Stand up and shake the hand of 
Someone you can't stand 
You can tolerate him if you try.             

Wise words! 

Ross 
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 Community Working Bees 

Graeme, Gerard and Annie met with Lisa Atwood and two Lions from Carindale/Camp Hill and worked out Lisa’s 
list of community working bees.  She is hoping to get large numbers of the community involved as well, but 
many hands make light work and some of the projects are large – and most involve some painting. 

Please pencil in the following dates between 7am - 9am.  Details and confirmation of the venues and tasks will 
be available soon. 

April 13th or 14th                        May 22nd or 23rd                         June 19th or 20th                 July 17th or 18th 

 

 

          

 

 

 

                

 

 

 

 

 

      Date Speaker 

4 March Angie Slater - Self Talk 
 

11 March Bill Crane - Wine Tasting (no samples 
as it is too early in the morning!) 
 

18 March Sergeant Nigel Johns from Carina 
Police Station 
 

25 March Jas Rawlinson -  author, resilience 
speaker and book coach. Your Life is 
a Story Waiting to Be Told - what a 
decade of working with trauma 
survivors taught me about the 
power of storytelling. 
 

     Date Chairperson Duty 
Officer 

Duty Officer 
(Back Up) 

4 March Paul 
Ryan 

Lisa 
Atwood 

Gerard  
Briody 

11 March Ross 
Gamble 

Barry 
Rosnick 

George 
Kambouris 

18 March Joelle 
Guillon 

Sandy 
Harris 

Annie 
Stonehouse 

25 March Patrick 
Sherry 

Marie 
Turner 

Kym McIntosh 

Happy Birthday 
for March 

       Gerard Briody (13th) 

         Theo Haaima (24th)  

Congratulations 

Lisa and Todd have announced that 
they will welcome a new baby to their 
family later in the year. We hope this 
special time is filled with happiness. 
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 20 February – Lillian’s Place Working Bee 

Divide and conquer was the strategy adopted by those who arrived for 
the 8am working bee. With that in mind Doug, Patrick, Gerard, and 
George headed to the airconditioned kitchen to ‘make’ a pantry 
cupboard; Ross and Graeme Potter headed to the indoor games area 
to put together a garden shed; and Annie and I headed outdoors to 
weed the garden. (right)  As Annie and I were first finished, we headed 
inside to offer our expertise to the garden shed builders!  

It is always easy to be wise after the event, as I read the following on a website after the morning’s efforts: 
Garden shed mistake #7: Assuming that building the structure would be easy! 

Even when Doug, 
Gerard, Patrick and 
George arrived to lend a 
hand, matching the 
instructions to the 
pieces was quite a 
challenge. By 1pm the 
shed was far from 
finished, so the pieces 
were stacked neatly for 
Round 2 of the shed 
building battle.   

Above: Annie supervising Ross and Graeme P.                

 

It required another four hours the following Thursday before the shed’s appearance and the diagrams matched.  
A casual observer might assume that replacing Annie and I with Graeme W and Robin did the trick!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: ‘Go ahead …. make my day! 
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 25 February – Parliament House 

Last Thursday night, Ken Howatson, Kel Cotter, Gerard Briody and Kaye Rosnick enjoyed an evening at 
Queensland Parliament House at the invitation of Steve Minnikin, Member for Chatsworth.  Steve gave 
a speech honouring the 100 year anniversary of Rotary in Australia, at the same time applauding The 
Rotary Club of Carindale for many of our achievements and congratulating us on our community 
service.   
 
Steve’s tour of Parliament House was fascinating because of the stories he told, plus he is an historian 
of note.  A three course dinner in  Strangers’ Dining Room rounded out a very enjoyable evening.  Steve 
has offered to host our club at Parliament House and give even more background to this amazing old 
building. 
 

Left: Steve with Ken, Kel and Gerard 
in the library of Parliament House. 

 

  

Below: Kaye, Ken and Kel with 
Steve on the gallery surrounding 
the Upper House of Parliament. 

Left: Kaye keeping the Premier’s seat in the 
Legislative Assembly warm. She assures me it is 
not a career change. 
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 28 February – Adopt-a-Road 

Originally this event was to be part of Clean Up Australia Day on 7 March. As RCC 
will be helping at a different event, the date was changed.  As we were setting off, 
Ross Vasta MP arrived to offer his apologies for not helping due to another 
commitment. Right: The picture of Craig, Kaye and Karen with Ross appeared on his 
Facebook page with the following, ‘Great to see our local community groups 
committed to protecting our beautiful environment.’ 

Steve Minnikin MP had indicated he would attend our clean up, but unfortunately 
a last-minute work commitment arose. His email indicated that he would like to be 
involved in our next clean-up day.   Councillor Lisa Atwood arrived at our coffee 
destination having been invited to take part in a Men’s Walk and Talk event nearby.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Robin, who had organised the morning’s event (and inspired a record number of participants), has written a 
summary. 

Seventeen Club members – or more correctly – 15 + 2 potential members, pitched up at the Bowls Club 
carpark at 6.50am on Sunday morning. This enthusiastic group quickly cleared our stretch of Creek Road 
of all litter. It provided a good opportunity for some Club bonding and the usual chirps and fun. It was 
particularly good to have Ian Ireland, new members Rebecca and Angie, and potential members 
Graeme and Louisa there too. And not to forget Craig's young daughter, Eloise (10), who took the group 
photo so no one would miss out! 
 
Thanks to you all for your participation and willingness to do this often grubby job. 
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 Below: Robin gave a road safety talk before we all                          Below: Angie and Marie were part of a   
dispersed to ensure our club numbers didn’t drop!        group that found a huge stash of  

                              rubbish hidden behind an electricity    
         box.       

  
     
 
 
 
 
 
      
 

 

 

 

Upcoming event - Nature Freedom’s Clean Up Australia Day  

 

Robin has received the program for the 
Clean Up Australia event listed in our club 
activities on page 1 of this newsletter. It 
clarifies what will be happening in 
Carindale Recreation Reserve this Sunday.  

Our club logo is in a prominent position. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INCLUSIVE CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA 
DAY EVENT PROGRAM 2021 

 

PROGRAM 

7.30am – volunteer and partner teams’ arrival and set-up 

8.00am – Public arrival 

8.15am – Induction and welcome message from MP Steve Minnikin 

8.30am – Clean Up Activity Begins 

9.30am – BBQ breakfast starts. 

9.45am – Speeches from Cr Ryan Murphy and MP Ross Vasta 

11.00am – Clean Up Activity finishes 

LOCATION 

Look out for our signs at the playground and carpark area of Carindale Recreation Reserve 

DATE 

Sunday 7th March 2021 

ACTIVITY INCLUDES 

BBQ breakfast, bags, gloves & pickers 

SUPPORT 

We are thankful for our supporters, sponsors, and partners to make this event possible. This event is 
aiming to increase social inclusion opportunity for those who are actively looking for friendships, 
making connections and positive vibes. 

  

This event acknowledges COVID-19 Safe Practice. Practise hygienic safely. Hand sanitiser and masks 
are provided if in doubt. 
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 Breakfast Meetings at a Glance 

4 February 

Sandy was Chairperson for this special meeting, which saw Angie 
Slater and Rebecca Fidge inducted into our club. Ross donned his 
finery to welcome a number of guests to the occasion and added 
that he was honoured to welcome Angie and Rebecca to our 
global community.  Right: As Graeme looks after membership, he  
presented Angie and Rebecca with their information pack, Rotary 
shirt and Rotary cap. 

Instead of a designated speaker, Sandy had asked Kaye, Craig, 
Annie, Arch, Marie, and Graeme to each give short accounts of 
their journey to becoming Rotarians.  

While Barry was in Timor, Kaye had visited him, and on her 
return, Ross S had asked her to speak about her visit at breakfast. 
She enjoyed the camaraderie and eventually joined the club too. Kaye recalled that the ladies in the club at that 
time ‘were something to believe', and she was honoured when she was invited to become Club President. 

Craig said that he had been in Rotary for five or six years and initially thought it was a way of networking.  He 
liked what RCC did and decided to ‘give it a go.’ He saw Rotary as a way of giving back to the community, and in 
doing so, has made many friends and enjoyed engaging in different activities with them. 

Annie said that she had grown up around Rotarians.  She mentioned the fun she has had as part of RCC, as well 
as the support (and the best hugs) that she has received.  Annie spoke about the opportunity she had through 
Rotary to help at an orphanage in Thailand. 

Arch also saw Rotary as a way to give back.  He had seen an invitation to an RCC meeting and was impressed by 
the warm welcome he received.  He mentioned activities that he had engaged in with RCC – cooking sausages,  
and collecting rubbish were high on the list - and told of his 2016 trip to Thailand.  

Marie had been at a Bunnings BBQ for Hummingbird House, when Joelle invited her to attend one of our 
breakfast meetings.  Marie had what might be best described as a less than flattering mental picture of Rotarians. 
However, at her first meeting, Marie was surprised by the number of women members attending and there 
wasn’t an old man asleep in sight! Marie had wanted to use the skills she has developed during her life to help 
others and in RCC she found like-minded people. 

Graeme also wanted to serve the community after retiring from a career that had kept him very busy. He had 
volunteered at the G20 summit and been to the Men’s Shed but could not find his niche. He met Arch and was 
impressed by the friendly people and the community service aspect of our club.   
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 During the last few years, Graeme and a few other RCC members have formed a cycling group, which rides 
together two or three times a week. Over a coffee after cycling, they solve the world’s problems – and Rotary’s!  
He finished by saying, ‘The more you put in … the more you get out.’ 

11 February 

Arch, as Chairperson, welcomed our guest speaker, Brenden Minehan, 
who is the sales manager at Nerada Tea.  Noel Coward once said, 
“Wouldn't it be dreadful to live in a country where they didn't have tea?” 
Fortunately, Australia's own brand, Nerada, is grown on the Atherton 
Tablelands in North Queensland. Most of us were surprised when 
Brenden (right) explained that brand names synonymous with Australia 
were not Australian at all.  Billy Tea comes from India;  Bushells comes 
from Indonesia; and while a small amount of Madura’s tea is grown in 
northern New South Wales, most of its tea is imported.  

Brenden went on to tell us about the history of tea growing in North 
Queensland.  The four Cutten brothers established the first commercial tea plantation in Australia in 1882, also 
growing coffee, spices, and tropical fruit.  In 1918, a  cyclone wiped out the plantation, so the owners walked 
away. In 1965, that ‘lost plantation’ was found again. This led to  Nerada Tea beginning production on the site 
in 1971. This year the company will be celebrating its 50th anniversary.   

We learnt that only the top two leaves and the bud are plucked from each bush 
– these days by machine rather than by hand. After explaining the harvesting 
and tea production process, Brenden recommended that a visit to the Nerada 
plantation should be on our ‘to-do list’, especially to see some of Australia’s 
rarest animals, tree kangaroos, which live near the plantation’s café.  There 
were quite a few questions, and in answering one, Brenden said that boiling 
water is too hot for making ordinary tea – 680C is the optimal temperature.  

Left: Craig presented a small torch to Brenden, with a quip about its use in the 
production of tea. 

 

18 February 

After welcoming Bryan Barclay, State Manager of Opportunity International Australia, 
Theo (right) shared his Rotary moment with us. He recalled the breakfast meeting from 
two weeks earlier when members shared their reasons for joining Rotary.  Theo said it 
was enlightening and made him think about Rotary's structure at all levels.  As President-
Elect, Theo realised the importance of structure, and that without members volunteering 
to be in project groups, members cannot enjoy a friendly and effective club. 
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 Our guest speaker, Bryan Barclay, spoke about Opportunity International Australia, a Not-For-Profit Organisation 
co-founded in 1979 by entrepreneur, David Bussau, and Al Whittaker. The organisation was a pioneer in 
microfinance, a type of banking service that provides small loans to unemployed or low- income families so they 
are able to become self-sufficient  Bryan mentioned snippets from David Bussau’s life, which led to him being 
awarded the Order of Australia in 2001 in recognition of his work in the development sector. He was named the 
Ernst & Young Entrepreneur of the Year in 2003 and was awarded Senior Australian of the Year in 2008. 

Opportunity International Australia works with trusted partners in 
countries such as India, Indonesia, and the Philippines to help families start 
small businesses, which enable them to earn income. Bryan said that 95% 
of recipients were women and that 98% of all loans were repaid. Start-up 
businesses range from small retail outlets to food kiosks, basket weaving 
and driving rickshaws. 

As well as providing small business loans, Opportunity International 
Australia provides assistance to improve health, education, and safety.  
Domestic violence is chronic, and human trafficking continues at an 
alarming rate. Programs have been developed to address these problems. 
Left: Craig thanked Bryan for his presentation. 

25 February 

Kaye welcomed our guest speaker, Stuart Donnachie, Rushil Bhardwaz, Director of 
RYLA, and a returning guest, Louisa Filius.  Rushil confirmed that this year’s RYLA 
event in July will go ahead despite District 9630 merging with two other districts. 
After messages from President Ross, Kaye shared her Rotary Moment. Kaye (right) 
had researched famous Rotarians and discovered that many were actually Honorary 
Rotarians, which is  the highest distinction a Rotary Club can confer on a person. 
Many kings, presidents, explorers, authors, musicians, astronauts and other public 
personalities have been honorary members of Rotary Clubs. Most are males, but 
Margaret Thatcher and Angela Merkel are on the list.  At the end of her Rotary 
Moment, Kaye posed the question, “How are we as a club promoting Rotary 
effectively and are we making a difference?” 

After breakfast, Stuart Donnachie gave an interesting talk about his swimming feats. He has swum all 
his life and participated in water polo and surf lifesaving. Stuart is a software developer and described 
himself as a ‘very average person’. He is not a professional swimmer so doesn’t have sponsors for his 
endeavours. He explained that he wanted to show his son that people can do anything if they put their 
mind to it. Stuart is not keen on training in a pool, preferring to swim in the sea at Mooloolaba, Burleigh 
and Redcliffe.  
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 Stuart has completed two solo swims – the English Channel in June 
2019 and the Derwent River 34 km Marathon swim earlier this year. 
His English Channel swim took fourteen and a half hours.  Left: The 
map showing the course that Stuart swam across the Channel. He 
said that he last quarter of the swim was the hardest, as he battled 
the strong tide and a badly injured shoulder.  

 

The Derwent River Marathon is one leg of the Triple Crown of Australia and is considered to be one of 
the most difficult marathons to complete.  The swim, which begins at the New Norfolk Bridge and 
finishes at the Tasman Bridge, is made difficult because the river is 
subject to strong winds from the Southern Ocean and a long section 
of it is fresh water, so buoyancy is an issue.  During Stuart’s swim, 
which he completed in 7 hours 54 minutes, the water temperature 
ranged from a bearable 130 to 150C.  Last year, Stuart competed in 
a number of open water ocean races including the Rottnest Channel 
Swim and the swim around Keppel Island.  

There was time at the end of the presentation for questions about 
sharks, sunburn and mental preparation. Stuart explained that 
while he is swimming, he thinks about everything including pattern 
counting to take his mind off sharks! Right: In his vote of thanks, 
Graeme said that Stuart’s swims were examples of ‘true grit’.  

 

Market Reminder 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rotary Club of Carindale meets every Thursday morning from 6:45 am to 8:00 am 
at the Belmont Services Bowls Club, 20 Narracott Street, Carina 4152 

 


