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July 2021                                         Transition Month 

Below is Theo’s Speech from Changeover Night. 

I would like to begin by thanking Ross for stepping 
into the President role this past year and to the 
board for steering our club through some 
challenging times. I wish to also thank Liann in 
advance for her support and understanding that 
will be required to get through the next 12 months. 

I am proud to be a Rotarian and I am most 
honoured to be your President for the 2021-22 
year. I thank you all for your trust in accepting me 
into this role. 

With the help and support of my Board members 
and fellow Club members, I will do my best to meet 
the challenges and opportunities that will present 
themselves over the next twelve months. We have 
a great club that is committed to the Rotary ideal 
of Service Above Self and going the extra mile in 
carrying out the many worthwhile projects that 
benefit our community. 

Incoming Rotary International President, Shekhar 
Mehta, has chosen the theme “Serve to change 
lives”. He has urged us to become more involved 
in service projects, saying that caring for and 
serving others is the best way to live, because it 
changes not only other people's lives, but also our 
own.  Serving to Change Lives is something I 
believe we, here at Carindale Rotary, are 
committed to and will continue to do throughout 
this next year. 

While the virtues of the Four Way test are 
extremely important, perhaps there should be a 5th 
line that says, “Is it fun?” We have a reputation for 
being somewhat unconventional, but we are a fun-
loving club. I shall endeavour to keep the fun and 
fellowship in our meetings, in our club projects, 
and in our fellowship events. 

 

 

Some of the other areas that I would like to see us 
focus on include: 

1. Membership development and retention – I 
am keen for the board members to appoint a 
2IC who can step into their position in the 
future. 

2. Community projects – look for and develop 
partnerships with local community 
organisations that we can assist with more than 
just giving money. 

3. Identifying those projects that can ‘Change 
lives’ be it locally or internationally. 

4. Lifting our public image - through social media. 
5. Youth programs – maintaining our involvement 

with RYLA, RYPEN etc. 

There is a lot to do, and we’ll achieve as much as we 
can with the time available to us. 

Theo’s Board for 2021 - 22 

Club Secretary – Kaye Rosnick 

Treasurer – Gerard Briody 

Community Service Director – Annie Stonehouse 

Club Service Director – Karen Sheil 

Fundraising Director - Ken Howatson 

Membership Director – Graeme Weatherly 

Youth Services Director – Arch Downie 

Digital/Technology Director – Louisa Filius 

Partnerships Co-ordinator – Craig McCallum 

International Service Co-ordinator – Doug 
Hargreaves 

Guest Speaker Co-ordinator – Sandy Harris 

Social Committee leader – Barry Rosnick 

Welfare Officer – Robin Gilfillan 

Theo also announced our President for 2022/23 – 
Marie Turner. 
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  District Events 

Date Event  

Saturday, 
3 July 

District Changeover - online 
Time: 2.30pm – 4.30pm 
 
 

3rd -10th  
July 

RYLA Camp 
A week-long personal development 
and leadership program for 18-28 year-
olds at Camp Duckadang, Linville. 
 

      Date Speaker 

1 July 
Cancelled due to a COVID lockdown. 

8 July Bruce McNaught - District 9600/9620 Polio 
Committee Chair, Member of the Rotary Club of 
Brisbane, Director - International Fellowship of 
Railroading Rotarians 
Topic -  “Rotary’s mission to stamp out Polio” 
 

15 July Self Talk / Open Mic - details TBA 
 

22 July Michelle Stafford, Community Engagement 
Officer for Parkinson’s Queensland Inc. and the 
organisation’s CEO, Miguel Diaz 
 

29 July Emily Slater & Sophie Joy - Participants in RYLA 
Topic - Their experiences, insights, and benefits 
from attending RYLA. 
 

Club Events 
Date 

 
Event 

Saturday, 
17 July 

Highland Fling – a celebration of 
all things Scottish 
Time: 6pm 
It promises to be an entertaining 
night. 

Saturday, 
4 

September 

Billycart Championship Set Up 
Venue: Carindale Recreation 
Reserve 
Time: 7.30am 
See the Blue Folder to nominate. 

Sunday,  
5 

September 

Billycart Championships 
Venue: Carindale Recreation 
Reserve 
Time: TBA 
See the Blue Folder to nominate. 

Date Chairperson Duty Officer Duty 
Officer 

(Back Up) 

1 July	  
Cancelled due to a COVID lockdown. 

8 July	 Joelle  
Guillon 

Graeme Potter       Arch Downie 
Back up Duty Officer to help 

15 July	 Paul  
Ryan 

Gerard  
Briody 

Barry 
Rosnick 

22 July Patrick 
Sherry 

Craig 
McCallum 

Kaye 
Rosnick 

29 July Marie  
Turner 

Rebecca Fidge      Sandy Harris 
Back up Duty Officer to help 

Happy Birthday for July 

Marie (7th) 

 

 

Meetings 

Board: Monday, 5 July at 7.30pm at the Carina 
Leagues Club 

Community Service: Monday, 19 July at 
7.30pm at the Carina Leagues Club 

Billycarts: Monday, 26 July at 7.30pm at Ross’s 
home – 1776 Old Cleveland Road, Chandler 

   (postponed) 

Postponed. New speaker TBA. 
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Working Bee – Saturday 5 June 

It was a busy few hours 
at the club’s container 
with a major clean out 
and stock take being 
undertaken.  It was a 
necessary precursor to 
the main event of the 
afternoon – the Billycart 
working bee.  

Right: Laurie, Ross G, 
Graeme W and Gerard 
sorted, pumped tyres 
and generally made 
sure the carts were in 
racing condition. 

 

 

Left: Thankfully, what 
came out of the 
container fitted back in 
– without too much 
effort!  With the doors 
firmly shut, the 
‘workers’ posed for a 
photo. 
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Members Helping in the Community 

Men’s Walk and Talk – Sunday 13 June 

Five RCC members braved the chilly morning to cook sausages for the 
Men’s Walk and Talk event in Minnippi Park.  Forty-seven men 
participated in the walk which marked the start of Men’s Health Week. 
Steve Minnikin MP, Cr Lisa Atwood and Cr Ryan Murphy also attended the 
event.  The organisers of the walk thanked our members for helping to 
make the morning a success, writing in a Facebook post that RCC was ‘a 
fantastic organisation’.  

Right: George, Theo, Annie, Ross S and Craig as they thawed out! 

 

MS Brissie to the Bay 2021 Bike Ride - 13 June 

Gerard (in the light cycling jersey) had an early start in Grey Street 
in the city before heading off on his 130km ride to help raise funds 
to support the increasing number of people living with MS.  
However, he didn’t have a chance to fully enjoy the scenic views as 
he rode through the Bayside areas of Wynnum, Manly, Wellington 
Point, Cleveland and Victoria Point. About 30km into the ride, 
Gerard broke a gear cable and had to ride for 20km on two gears 
until he reached the food stop at Cleveland.  

 

 

 

 

 

Unlike the Tour de France, where the mechanic’s car is quickly on the 
scene of gear failures, Gerard waited over an hour for a course mechanic 
to bring a cable to fix his bike. In the meantime, Helen came to Gerard’s 
rescue, delivering his second bike to him before help had arrived. He 
decided he couldn’t wait any longer for the course mechanic, so he 
changed the pedals, pumped up the tyres of his second bike and set off 
again to finish the ride in Musgrave Park in South Brisbane.   Due to his 
bike problems, Gerard only completed 100km. 
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Gerard assured me that he thanked Helen by arranging a special dinner – which she enjoyed on her lap watching 
the nightly news - if Gerard is to be believed! 

Gerard thanked everyone who had sponsored his ride, and was especially grateful to RCC for its donation, which 
helped him reach his $1000 target. The bike ride’s web page shows that over $1.3M was raised in this year’s 
event. 

Red Shield Appeal 

Doug undertakes many activities which help people in need in our local 
area through the Salvation Army.  On 12 June, Lisa posted this photo of 
Doug and herself (left) on her Facebook page. She reminded people that 
the donations directly assist our local community.   

 

 

 

 

 

Changeover Night - 26 June 

Almost fifty members and guests gathered at the Belmont Services Bowls 
Club to thank President Ross Stewart for leading the club during 2020-21, 
and welcome PE Theo Haaima as the President for 2021-22.  Robin, who 
was MC for the evening, introduced DGN Tim Keeler OA and his wife, PDG 
Elwyn Hodges and his wife, and AG Lorraine Hooker.  

DGN Tim Keeler gave the Toast to Rotary International, which he based 
around numbers.  He provided many facts and figures relating to Rotary but 
ended by pointing out the power of the number one.  He mentioned some 
of our projects specifically – the Red Rose Event, the GMRF fundraiser and 
tree planting because each event had the power to help at least one 
person. After Annie’s response to the Toast, Ross presented the report on 
his twelve months as President.  At the conclusion, Ross presented awards 
for outstanding service to the club to Kaye, Sandy and me.   

Right: After three hundred and forty-four days (Ross was counting) Ross 
handed over of the chains of office to Theo. 
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Below: Towards the end of Theo’s speech, he named his Board and invited them to join him at the front of the 
room  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Theo concluded his speech saying: ‘I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate each of you. Our fellow 
club members have shown their confidence in you and me by electing us to our respective positions, and I look 
forward to serving with you. I have already seen the energy, enthusiasm, and commitment that you bring to our 
club.’  

Theo’s first job as president was to induct a new 
member. Tim Kirkup (centre left), who had been 
introduced to RCC by Patrick, was welcomed in the 
usual way by all the members present. 

 

 

Before the evening drew to a close, a visual 
presentation of all things ‘Ross’ was shown.  Marie, 
Craig, and his son Harry had spent many hours, 
surreptitiously taking photos, deciding on  captions, 
and putting them together to create a video that 
reflected the Ross we all know. 
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Meetings at a Glance 

3 June 

Kaye was Chairperson and her Rotary Moment was about volunteering at last Monday morning’s Darkness to 
Daylight Challenge. She enjoyed meeting people who stopped to chat, but more importantly, Kaye said it was a 
privilege to be able to help a fellow club member (Gerard) and to get to know one of our new members, David, 
a bit more. 

After breakfast, Ross inducted David Greaves and Laurie 
Carsley and welcomed them to ‘our global community’. In 
reply, David said he was impressed by how much RCC does 
and was happy to be part of the club.  Laurie said he was 
looking forward to being a member. 

Left: Laurie and David received their badges and caps from 
Graeme during their induction. 

Robin, Ross G, Gerard, Barry and Ross S had been invited to 
speak for a few minutes about their Rotary journeys.   

Robin had been in Rotary when he lived in South Africa.  He had become President of his club and recalled taking 
a group of young people to New Mexico.  After moving to Australia, Robin missed the ‘family of Rotary’ and so 
joined RCC.  He has enjoyed the friendship of like-minded people and being a Rotarian has enriched his life. 

Ross G recalled a game of Barefoot Bowls being the catalyst in September 2016. Robin invited Ross along to a 
meeting, and he was overwhelmed by the friendliness and ‘good vibes’ of the group. Since joining, Ross has 
moved through the ranks – being the head of the Service Committee and President. 

Gerard said he was already volunteering with Vinnies when he met Kel, which was the first step in his journey 
to join Rotary.  Gerard enjoys being a Rotarian because it gives him a chance to help. On a lighter note, it has 
also given him the chance to find some riding buddies. 

Barry had seen an advertisement in a local paper about a meeting to form a 
new Rotary Club.  About thirty people attended and RCC was the result.  Barry, 
Kel and Ross S are the last three of the charter members still with the club. 
Barry has held several positions – District Director of RYLA 2010 to 2013, Club 
President 2014-2015, and ADG 2017-2018.  He enjoys the opportunity to meet 
new people and social activities, adding that every meeting is fun. 

Ross S joined Rotary when he lived in Mt Isa. He spoke about working bees 
that involved digging holes and building fences and regaled us with anecdotes 
of pranks he got up to.  He joked that Rotary gave the opportunity to insult 
people!            Right: Kaye waited for Ross to finish before drawing the raffle. 
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10 June 

This morning Ross inducted Sue Farrenden into the Rotary 
Club of Carindale.  In her response to Ross’s Presidential 
words, Sue thanked everyone for welcoming her and said 
she was looking forward to working with us. 

Left: Sue shared a joke with Ross and Graeme after her 
induction. 

Theo, the morning's Chairperson, introduced Angela 
Christodoulou and Loretta Jeynes from the Queensland 
Koala Society Inc. This not-for-profit organisation was 
founded two years ago and arose from the need to rescue a 

koala that Angela had found in a palm tree a few years earlier. Angela has an extensive background in caring for 
wildlife, having spent over seven thousand hours volunteering with the RSPCA and completing several 
Veterinary Nursing courses.  

Eighteen months ago, Angela bought a property at Chandler, which is now home to four koalas and many other 
species. With no government funding to help with the $1000 per month feed bill, Angela relies on raffles and 
small grants to get by. She has long days collecting 
feed from fodder farms at Logan, Victoria Point, and 
Wacol, feeding animals, and going out on rescue 
missions. During the Trauma Season (mating season 
from August to December) Angela can rescue six 
koalas per night. 

The main attraction was Emma, a koala joey, who had 
become separated from her mother. She requires 
twelve months more care at Australia Zoo before 
being returned to the wild. Right: Emma is in the tree 
keeping an eye on Doug, who had given the vote of 
thanks. Don’t be alarmed by the way Angela seems 
to be holding a koala – it’s only a toy! 

17 June 

Left: Ross G, as Chairperson, welcomed everyone saying that as 
the date was significant in the history of the roller coaster, our 
breakfast meeting could be a ‘bit of a roller coaster ride’. 

After an update from Ross S about the Men’s Shed repairing a few 
damaged billycarts, Annie reported that three of our newest 
members had volunteered to replace three members who had 
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decided to retire from the Community Service Committee. She also said that the water fountain project, which 
was to be our Centenary of Rotary in Australia Project, would not proceed as a Council department would not 
permit the type of fountain we had proposed. 

Arch spoke about the Men’s Walk and Talk event that RCC members had attended as chefs and sous chefs.  The 
two organisers had contacted Arch to thank the members who had helped on the day, adding that they were ‘a 
lovely bunch of people’.  As Welfare Officer, Robin had spoken with two 
members going through difficult times to offer them the club's support. 

 

Right: After breakfast, Craig conducted a session on the Billycart Championships, 
beginning with a brief history of the event for newer members. He explained that 
the committee had suggested changing the format to allow more participation 
from people who would like to ‘have a go’ rather than race. The Championship 
races will be for a shorter time towards the middle of the day. There were many 
suggestions and reminders about jobs that are essential in the run up to the 
event.  These will be discussed at the next Billycart meeting. 

24 June 

Sandy (left) was Chairperson and welcomed Cr Lisa Atwood, our guest speaker. Lisa had brought along three 
members of the Graffiti Task Force from the Brisbane City Council and Carrie Harman, 
her Ward Officer.  

Right: Wilhelm, a Senior Liaison Officer, gave a brief overview of the role of the Task 
Force. Not only do they remove graffiti, they also collate 
information about where it is and work with community 
groups, residents, and small businesses to reduce the 
amount of graffiti in the community. Wilhelm stressed that 
Council does not remove graffiti from private property. Barry 
asked about painting a protective coating on the new wall on 

Old Cleveland Road, but Wilhelm explained that only murals could be treated with 
the coating.  

An online form for reporting graffiti to private property in the Brisbane City Council 
area is available at  https://forms.brisbane.qld.gov.au/report-it-graffiti-removal-
private-property 

Lisa spoke about many projects that are planned in her Ward of Doboy.  While many RCC members don’t live in 
Doboy, most are familiar with and use the roads and facilities that Lisa mentioned.  There are quite a few road 
upgrades - one involving Dairy Swamp Road not far from Meadowlands Road. However, it could be problematic 
due to the terrain involved. The roundabout at Junction and Lytton Road at Morningside will undergo an 
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expensive upgrade to alleviate traffic congestion.  A much-needed overpass in the Lindum Station area requires 
$200M to come to fruition, and the Federal Government and Council have committed funds. 

The golfers in our club should be happy to know that four greens on the new Minnippi Golf Course have been 
complete.  It is a slow process because only ten hectares at a time can be disturbed.  The Murarrie Recreation 
Reserve will become the first cycling precinct in Brisbane.  Lisa indicated that the 
installation of lights may necessitate a change in venue for the Kite Festival. Porters 
Paddocks, near the entrance to Minnippi Parklands, could be a possibility – with 
improvements to the road that leads into the area needed.  

Lisa confirmed that the Council’s Kerbside Collection would return and briefly 
mentioned an idea that may see Brisbane’s green bins become FOGO (Food 
Organics, Garden Organics) bins. The Council also has a Compost Rebate Program, 
which provides a maximum $70 rebate after the purchase of either a compost bin, 
a compost aerator, or a worm farm. 

Right: At the end of Lisa’s presentation, Ross gave her with gifts on behalf of the 
club.   

 

 

 

BREAKING NEWS  

PM Scott Morrison has announced that due to the new Indian Covid variant Vindaflu, people will now be offered 

the Pun jab.  

Please start taking this Indian Covid variant seriously. 

My neighbour caught it and has been in a korma for a week.        

And he’s only just buried his naan who apparently had a dodgy tikka. 

 

Thanks to Ken H for the witty play on words.  He must have sensed we’d be in need of a little humour, as he sent 

it to me well before our lockdown.  

 

 

 

 

The Rotary Club of Carindale meets every Thursday morning from 6:45am to 8:00am 
at the Belmont Services Bowls Club, 20 Narracott Street, Carina 4152 

 


