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  District Events 

Date Event  

Saturday, 
3 July 

District Changeover - online 
Time: 2.30pm – 4.30pm 
 
 

3rd -10th  
July 

RYLA Camp 
A week-long personal development 
and leadership program for 18-28 year-
olds will be at Camp Duckadang, 
Linville. 

Club Events 
Date 

 
Event 

Saturday,  
5 June 

Billycart Working Bee 
Venue: Our container at the Clem 
Jones Centre. 
Time: 2pm but some help from 
12pm would be appreciated. 
 

Sunday, 
20 June 

Cut-off date to RSVP to Kaye for 
the club’s Changeover Dinner. 
 

Saturday,  
26 June 

RCC Changeover Dinner 
Venue: Belmont Services Bowls 
Club 
Time: 6.30pm for 7pm start 
 

Saturday, 
17 July 

Highland Fling – a celebration of 
all things Scottish 
Time: 6pm 
There is link to a registration 
form in Robin’s email on 12 May. 
 

Saturday, 
4 September 

Billycart Championship Set Up 
Venue: Carindale Recreation 
Reserve 
Time: 7.30am 
See the Blue Folder to nominate. 

Sunday,  
5 September 

Billycart Championships 
Venue: Carindale Recreation 
Reserve 
Time: TBA 
See the Blue Folder to nominate. 

Last Lines 

This is likely to be my last opportunity to write Presidential 
comments for our fine Newsletter. 

I find it difficult to recall a year with more activities than the 
year just past. In spite of periods of lockdown, mercifully brief 
here in Queensland, there seemed to be always something 
regularly added to our schedule. Several members have 
manned (even womanned) bar-b-ques recently in support of 
local causes. And congratulations to Theo, Joelle, Barry and the 
Balmoral Rotary Club team for organising such a successful Kite 
Festival. Thank you to all the members who helped on the day. 

Another highlight of the year is the way our membership has 
grown and is about to grow further in the next few weeks. Add 
to that, the enthusiasm, skills and experience that these new 
members appear to be bringing with them. I wish I could claim 
the credit for this success, but it has been a team effort. 

I encourage all our new members to seek out the area where 
they feel they wish to make a contribution. Google ‘Rotary Five 
avenues of service’. Then identify the incumbent leaders and 
elbow them out of the way, and take over. The compliance of 
the incumbent would be desirable, of course. There are, no 
doubt, some longer-term members who may be willing, even 
contented, to sit in the back seat for a while. I can think of one. 

The Rotary Club of Carindale has a bright future. Every member 
has observed Theo’s style and it is clear he has what it takes - 
in spades. With his leadership skills and our re-invigorated 
membership team, we should expect an exciting year ahead. 

I am hoping that we can soon identify a suitable international 
project, so that we can make a meaningful difference to some 
corner of the world. This may have occurred already, with the 
extended new District 9620. I know it may be some time yet 
before the easing of travel restrictions will permit us to do 
something like that.  Think of the satisfaction for us, if we 
could, not to mention the fun we would have doing it.  

I hope to see you all at our Changeover Dinner meeting to be 
held on June 26th. 

I will certainly miss all the power! And writing for Karen’s 
excellent newsletter. 

Ross 
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                       Breakfast Duties                                                          Birthday Celebration 

 

 

                 

 

      Date Speaker 

3 June Induction of New Members    
Some of our ‘established’ members will 
give a quick five-minute talk about their 
Rotary experience.   
 

10 June Angela Christodoulou from the 
Queensland Koala Society  
Angela and other volunteers look after 
native animals that require some care 
on a property in Chandler.  
  

17 June Craig McCallum will lead the session 
asking for ideas about the format and 
running of the Billycart event in 
September. 
 

24 June Lisa Atwood  
The Lord Mayor is handing down the 
Council’s Budget on 17 June, so Lisa 
will advise us about what we can 
expect locally.  
 

Date Chairperson Duty 
Officer 

Duty 
Officer 

(Back Up) 
3	June	 Kaye 

 Rosnick 
Lisa 

Atwood 
Patrick 
Sherry 

10	June	 Theo  
Haaima 

Annie 
Stonehouse 

Arch 
Downie 

17	June	 Ross  
Gamble 

Marie 
Turner 

Gerard 
Briody 

24 June Sandy  
Harris 

Doug 
Hargreaves 

Craig 
McCallum 

June Meetings 

Community Service: Monday, 7 June  at the Coffee 
Shop, Carina Leagues Club. Time: 7.30pm. 

Board: Monday, 14 June at Ross’s home – 1776 Old 
Cleveland Road, Chandler.  Time: 7.30pm. 

Billycarts: Monday, 21 June 2021 at Ross’s home – 
1776 Old Cleveland Road, Chandler. Time: 7.30pm		 

 

Happy Birthday for June 

       Ian (1st)    Sandy (6th)    Kym (12th) 

Lisa (18th)   Joelle (26th) 

 

As the Billycart Meeting coincided with 
Ross’s birthday, Rebecca, Karen and Sandy 
raised their glasses to him. Craig arrived in 
time for cake! 
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 Out and About in May 

Event Managers’ Network – Tuesday, 6 May 

Julie Harris had passed on an invitation to club members to attend an Event Managers’ Network Meeting 
organised by Sally Porteous, the owner and operator of Red Lanyard, an event management company 
specialising in “for-purpose” events, meetings, and conferences. The meeting provided an opportunity for three 
experienced people to explain how they had organised their events during the pandemic and talk about the 
lessons they had learned. 

Seven RCC members took up the offer and attended the evening at the Brisbane 
Club. Although the dress code was quite specific about what could (and could 
not) be worn, Patrick (left) noted that there had been no mention of hairstyle. 
Before the presentation began, there was an opportunity to mingle and 
network with other guests while enjoying a drink and canapes.  

The evening’s speakers were Helen Hicks, the PA to the Dean of Faith & Mission 
at Ambrose Treacy College; Melissa Gooderham, Manager, Events, Marketing 
and Sponsorship with Moreton Bay Region Industry & Tourism and Simone 
Garske, CEO of the Royal Brisbane and Women’s Hospital Foundation.  

Helen Hicks spoke about the 
impact of COVID on her school’s Long Lunch which usually has five 
hundred attendees and will return this year.  Melissa Gooderham 
said that the Moreton Bay Regional Council usually had thirty events 
on its calendar. As these events are integral to communities and 
helped build community confidence, she said it was important for 
the Council-run events to return. Simone Garske said RBWH took 
their fundraising to the digital platform and managed to increase 
their donor numbers from five hundred to six thousand worldwide. 
Right: There was a chance to enjoy a pre-meeting drink. 

 

Parliament House - Monday 10 May 

Left: Steve Minnikin, MP for Chatsworth, had extended an 
invitation to RCC to attend Queensland’s Parliament House.  
Twenty people accepted the invitation and enjoyed the ninety-
minute tour – with Steve acting as our official guide. His 
enthusiasm for, and knowledge of, the history and traditions of 
Parliament made it a very enjoyable evening. 
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 After learning about the traditions surrounding the Speaker’s Green, 
the green lawn often seen as the backdrop for many media interviews, 
we visited the Upper House (left), where we admired the opulence of 
the two Waterford crystal chandeliers and gold leaf on the walls.   

 

 

Right: Our next ‘port of 
call’ was the library, with 
books and old copies of 
Hansard from floor to 
ceiling.   

 

 

We headed into  the Lower House, with some positioning themselves on the Government side of the chamber 
(right of photo below)  and others on the Opposition side (left of photo below). Photo courtesy of Craig. 

 

 

Right:  Before leaving the Lower House, there was 
time for a group photo with Steve. 

We enjoyed refreshments in the Lucinda Bar, named 
after a paddle-steamer owned by the Queensland 
Government in the late 1800s and early 1900s. Barry 
took the opportunity to thank Steve for providing 
such an informative tour. 
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 Kite Festival – Sunday, 16 May 

As the picture below shows, it was a perfect day for being told to ‘go fly a kite’ - cloudless skies, pleasant 
temperatures and just enough breeze to keep kites aloft. The grounds were dry enough for on-site parking to 
be permitted and for most of the rides to be brought in.  

 

Right: Barry and Graeme W paid a visit to Murarrie Recreation 
Reserve well before the big day to put up the banner advertising 
the event.  The hours of work undertaken by the organisers paid 
off. 

Twenty RCC members helped at the event – some for part of the 
day, some for the entire day - setting up and packing everything 
away. Our members were responsible for selling tickets for the 
rides, collecting gold coin donations and preventing chaos in the 
car park! Barry has indicated that final figures for the event won’t 
be known for a few weeks and asked for the following message 
to be included:  A big thank you to all who participated on the day. We estimated over 5000 happy people 
attended. This year’s  event went smoothly because of the committee - Colleen Orange, Hilary Beck from 
Balmoral, Joëlle, Theo and me.  We also received great assistance from Lisa Atwood, our local councillor. 

Below: Rebecca ‘snapped’ some of the kites aloft. 
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Left: Some of the crowd that 
queued to have a go on the rides – 
particularly the Climbing Wall and 
Shark Obstacle Course. 

 

Queensland Koala Society Visit - 17 May 

Thank you to Marie for supplying the information about the visit. 

Marie, Sandy, Kaye, and Ross S visited Angela Christodoulou’s Chandler property, which she has set up as a 
sanctuary. As she has trained in wildlife handling with the RSPCA, Angela is permitted to care for injured or 
abandoned animals at the property. There are koalas, two alpacas, a variety of birds (parrots, galahs, tawny 
frogmouths, kookaburras), chickens, two resident wallabies, and sugar gliders - with space for more animals as 
enclosures become available. Once animals have recovered, they are released near to where they were found. 
However, the wallabies have become too tame to be released and baby koalas go to the Kindy at Australia Zoo 
when ready to learn how to live in the wild.  

 Interestingly, the Alpacas are there to keep the snakes away! If they spot one, they call out and stomp their 
hooves, which scares the snakes. One of Angela’s many tasks is to collect eucalyptus branches for the koalas, 
which entails a three-hour round trip daily.  She has planted a small plantation on the property, which won't be 
ready for eating for another two years. When Angela is our guest speaker in June, she will provide information 
about several projects that RCC may be able to assist with. 

Below: Which photo is the epitome of cuteness? 
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 Community Event to remember victims of Domestic Violence – Sunday, 23 May 

RCC combined with the Rotary Club of Mt Gravatt to provide 
support for the event sponsored by Corrine McMillan MP, 
Member for Mansfield. Funds raised on the day were for the Red 
Rose Foundation, which works to eliminate domestic and family 
violence related deaths in Australia.  While the Rotary Clubs 
cooked the sausage sizzle and sold raffle tickets, the most 
important part of the day was the memorial service for those 
who have died as a result of domestic and family violence.  

Left: Early preparations for the event. 

 

ABC radio announcer and Director of the Red Rose Foundation, Craig 
Zonca, was the MC of the memorial service.  Corrine McMillan MP 
addressed the group, as did Betty Taylor, CEO of the Red Rose 
Foundation and Queensland Great (2020).  Annie, Louisa and I were 
amongst a group of people who placed flowers on a memorial as a 
way of remembering individual women, and groups of women, who 
have died or been affected by domestic violence.  The day ended with 
the drawing of the raffles.  Right: Louisa and I with the raffle prizes.  
Robin was one of the many winners, but the biggest winners were 
Gerard and Helen, who won three times! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: Marie provided her ute to transport our gear. Luckily, Graeme doesn’t have a Suzuki! His Jeep came 
in handy for the rest of the equipment!  
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 Darkness to Daylight – Monday, 31 May 

Gerard, who is the Finance Manager at Australia’s CEO Challenge, had emailed RCC members about the Darkness 
to Daylight Challenge (D2D), as the event organisers needed more marshals.  D2D is a 110km run/walk where 
each kilometre represents one of the lives lost, on average, each year to domestic and family 
violence. The Darkness to Daylight signifies bringing domestic and family violence out of the darkness and into 
the daylight. 

Those participating in the fundraising event completed most of the distance 
in their own time during the month of May. This morning, the event 
culminated in a ‘live’ run or walk for the final 10km (or  a 3km option), starting 
at the Botanical Gardens in the City.  

Gerard (pictured left in the wee hours of the morning with Kaye and David) 
and Helen were on duty  from Midnight 
until 8am. Gerard said he had been given 
the very important job of being there for the 
food vans bump in and getting them set up. 

 

Kaye and David were rostered on from 3am 
to help with marshalling and Patrick from 6am to help with the pack down.  
Patrick is pictured (right) with Gerard and Kaye, who looked remarkably fresh 
after their hours in the cold. The event website shows that the target of 
$350,000 was almost achieved. 

 

 Highland Fling Update 

Robin (left) provided details about the Highland Fling in his reminder at our Breakfast 
meeting on 6 May. He set the mood by wearing his Macnab tartan tie. 

Date: Saturday, 17 July at 6pm 

Venue: Belmont Services Bowls Club 

Cost: $40 per person for a two-course meal. 

RSVP by email: Sunday, June 27 

Robin’s email on 12 May has all the details. 

Right: Syd’s Pies British Food Shop at Loganholme 
will supply the Scottish delicacies. Kaye paid a visit to 
the shop a few weeks ago and was impressed.  
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 May Meetings at a Glance 

6 May 

As Chairperson, Doug (left) welcomed our guest speaker, Steve Minnikin MP, 
and Ken Howatson, who doesn’t have the opportunity to attend our morning 
meetings very often. He was able to update everyone about the state of the 
‘Footy Seat’ allocations.  A number of directors gave reports before Steve began 
his presentation, which had ‘adaptation’  as the theme – particularly as it 
related to the impact of COVID on people’s lives.   

Steve began  by saying he had ‘absolute respect for the group’ and that RCC 
‘punches above its weight’.  Despite Steve being in the Opposition in Parliament, 
he said everyone deserved a vote of thanks for the way they had responded to 
the pandemic.  He believed that Queensland, and Australia as a whole, has 
fared much better than other parts of the world because the greater good is 
seen to be more important than that of the individual. 

He listed some of the changes brought about by COVID which included business practices having to adapt quickly; 
Zoom becoming an important way of having meetings and people developing a new-found respect for teaching. 
In terms of elections, Steve said that the Electorate of Chatsworth had a record number of postal votes and pre- 
polling so that people didn’t have to queue to vote. 

Steve said that the silver lining to COVID was people 
helping others.  He used the Light Up the Dawn 
community remembrances as an example, adding that he 
hoped they would continue. He hoped that life would get 
back to ‘normal’, and that it was with Service groups that 
it could start.  Steve ended by saying he was looking 
forward to our visit to Parliament House.  Right: In Ken’s 
vote of thanks, he mentioned Steve’s Parliamentary 
speech about Rotary’s hundred years of service in 
Australia.  

It had been such a busy meeting, that Doug saved his Rotary Moment until the end. With the COVID situation in 
India dominating the news, Doug spoke about what Rotary is doing in India. He discovered it is helping at 
vaccination centres, providing food for hospitals, and procuring and delivering oxygen to where it is needed 
most. 
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 13 May  

Annie stepped in as Chairperson today and welcomed Chappie Josh, who asked for assistance at a Queensland 
Day event being held by Seville Road State School.  Theo spoke about the Kite Festival and the support that the 
committee had received from Cr Lisa Atwood.  Annie said that the planning for the RYLA camp was well under 
way and asked for volunteers to help Mount Gravatt Rotary’s Community Event for the Red Rose Foundation. 

We know that Craig fills his day with cleaning carpets and exterminating pests, so today, he gave us a detailed 
talk about those uninvited guests that sometimes make their way into homes. Craig provided pointers about 
keeping our homes free of termites, cockroaches, and fleas. If we were not scratching by that point of the 
presentation, the mention of bed bugs had many people almost overcome by the urge to scratch. 

Termites are a homeowner’s worst nightmare.  Craig stressed that while they 
are often called white ants, they are actually members of the cockroach family. 
He explained how to make it harder for termites to invade our homes, and there 
may have been several people who went home to check the proximity of 
gardens and timber structures to their homes.   

After explaining about the different types of ants, Craig talked about points 
around the home that can provide rats with access. In answering a question 
about ‘getting rid’ of geckos, Craig  said there was no way of completely 
eradicating them from your home.  When asked if he had always been an 
‘exterminator’, Craig said he had worked at Smith’s Snack Foods for eleven 
years before a broken arm led to a career change. Left: Before drawing the wine 
raffle, Annie thanked Craig for his presentation. 

20 May 

After welcoming our guests, Craig (left) delivered his Rotary Moment about the 
Kite Festival.  He felt that everything had worked well, and the event allowed RCC 
to do what it does best.  We came together with the Balmoral Rotary Club to 
present an enjoyable community event.  Three members had information to share. 
Annie spoke about the RYLA camp in July and the community event with the 
Rotary Club of Mt Gravatt; Theo spoke about the Kite Festival, especially thanking 
Joelle and Barry for their efforts helping to organise the event and Arch mentioned 
the National Youth Science Forum for students presently in Year 11.   

The morning’s guest speaker was Paul Ryan, who had returned for Part 3 in the 
story of energy. Paul works for the Australian Energy Market Operator (AEMO), an 
organisation that manages Australia's electricity and gas systems, and energy 
markets.  To help explain the complexities of power generation and supply, Paul 
showed maps of the locations of the electricity networks and the different types 
of energy generators.  
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 Right: Paul used a graph to show that solar and wind energy 
replace traditional energy sources at various times of the day.  
He explained that including renewable power sources such as 
solar, wind farms, and batteries in the supply of energy was a 
challenge because the amount of power generated can 
fluctuate and be unpredictable.   

Most people probably don’t give energy a second thought when 
turning on lights and appliances in the home.  But behind the 
scenes, people are watching usage across Australia and trying to 
ensure that the power generated goes to where it is needed.  It 
surprised everyone to learn that Australia’s generators are 
controlled from Spain, Portugal, and India.  Paul did not divulge 
whether he was becoming fluent in any of these languages, as 
communication with the controllers is part of keeping the 
electricity supply reliable.  

As with Paul’s earlier presentations, there were many questions, but 
once again, time was the enemy.  Such was the interest in Paul’s talk that 
Sandy may have to invite Paul back for Part 4 in the story of energy! 

 

Left: Paul saw the humour of receiving a small torch from Ross G, who 
thanked him for his presentation. 

 

 

 

27 May 

For the second week running, there was a big crowd at breakfast.  Right: Barry, 
our chairperson, welcomed five guests, including David, Laurie, and Sue, who 
should be inducted into our club next week.  He also greeted two of our favourite 
policemen, Senior Sergeant Brendan Jorgensen and Sergeant Nigel Johns from 
the Carina Police Station. During Barry’s Rotary Moment, he talked about his year 
as President of RCC, saying it made him feel like part of a family. The major 
undertaking during his year was funding a $20,000 Boys’ Shed at the PCYC. 

During Directors’ reports, Annie said that forty-two participants have registered 
for the RYLA camp in July.  There are spaces for up to fifty to attend.  She also 
thanked the members who had volunteered at the Red Rose Foundation’s 
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 Community Event on Sunday, 23 May. Gerard talked about the need for volunteers at the Darkness to Daylight 
Challenge on Monday, 31 March. Despite the 3am start, David, Kaye, and Patrick had put their hands up already.  
Arch has information about two programs aimed at students who have an interest in STEM subjects at school. 
The Santos Science Experience targets Year 9 and 10 students, while the National Youth Science Forum targets 
Year 12 students. Rotary Clubs can help sponsor potential applicants for both. 

After breakfast, Senior Sergeant Brendan Jorgensen (left) provided details 
about the Service Alignment Project (SAP), which will introduce substantial 
changes to the ways that Police serve the public. Its aim is to get Police 
resources to where they are most needed. Brendan said that the public would 
not notice most changes, as they would be internal. However, there should 
be more police cars on the road more often.  Police will prioritise calls for 
assistance and will monitor and review those calls. 

Brendan said that the workload of police officers had increased by forty-eight 
percent in the last five years, as had the number of calls to 000. As the present 
workload is unsustainable,  the SAP aims to deliver effective and efficient 
policing and should help improve the health, wellbeing and engagement of 
the workforce.  The new model has been  trialled in the Moreton Region 

already, and Logan and the Far North Regions will follow.  The Brisbane Region will be last – possibly in another 
twelve months.  After questions from Ross G, Patrick and Craig, Barry thanked Brendan, adding that he was very 
happy that Carina Police Station would be staying open, as we had the impression that it may have been closing. 

 

A final message from Ross and Theo 

 

at Changeover Night on Saturday, 26 June. 

Please let Kaye know soon! 
 

The Rotary Club of Carindale meets every Thursday morning from 6:45am to 8:00am 
at the Belmont Services Bowls Club, 20 Narracott Street, Carina 4152 

 


